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  THE PASTOR'S POST
SETTLING

  THE PASTOR'S POST
 Dear Parish Family:

 I have a person in my life who is very frustrated 
with the things of the world these days. Maybe 
you know someone like this too? Needless to 
say, she is frustrated with the government - on 
all levels, and the many despairing situations 
we are facing in the world. She is profoundly 
disappointed in the Church, particularly in these 
days.  

 As the priest :)!, as you can imagine, I hear 
quite regularly about her frustrations, 
particularly with the Church.  ?Where are they, 
John?? ?Nice statement, no action.? ?Good video 
about migrants, so what are you doing about 
it?? ?Racist video from political leaders, where?s 
the Church, John? Where are the prophets??  

I hear her voice and I agree with her to some 
extent on some of her concerns.  Yet, I am 
uncertain what to do.  Write another letter? 
Send another email? I don?t give up. But I?m not 
sure what to do. So I tend to put my head down 
and focus on what is before me. I hope that is 
enough. 

I settled.

?What can you do??, I say to myself.  I can?t fix all 
of those issues. I will work my best in the part 
of the world I am sent to.  That?s enough. Or is 
it? 

 As I have been praying with this Sunday?s 
Gospel, I feel called out.  Jesus, in referring to 
the Law, is arguing against settling, right?  The 
Jewish leaders know the written laws. Jesus 
knows they know. He says during many parts of 
the reading, ?You have heard it was said? ? and 
calls them to go to a deeper place.  They spend 
the rest of the Gospel avoiding that call.

 They have settled. We are following the Law. 
We know it. We hear the Commandments. We 
follow them.  

 What is Jesus saying to them? It?s not enough.

 We may have settled. We say, ?Look, I?m 

following the law.? I know what is allowed and 
not allowed. 

 What is Jesus saying to you and to me? It?s not 
enough. 

 So, this week, as we get ready for Lent, can we 
look within and admit there are places we have 
settled. Do we follow the ?letter of the law?, i.e. 
?no adultery here?, but miss the spirit, i.e. ?so I 
visit a few websites every now and then.? Or ?I 
would never hurt another person or take their 
life?, but ?I have heard about him or her, I would 
not want that person in my life.?  Maybe instead 
of just looking at the places we sin - a good 
thing to do regularly - can we look where we 
have settled. Instead of moving deeper, 
examine the places we have stayed on the 
surface. 

This, of course, extends beyond our own 
interior conversion. Have we settled when it 
comes to ?loving our neighbor?? Have I settled 
for injustice and not done everything I can to 
bring about change? Maybe I don?t speak poorly 
of those afflicted but do I speak up and act out 
when I see human beings - from womb to tomb 
- being disrespected and destroyed? Perhaps, I 
need to take a more forceful stand when I see 
evil taken up against others because of their 
skin color or accent or paper status? Maybe 
instead of rolling my eyes and saying ?what are 
you going to do? I can in words and actions say, 
?No. This is wrong.?

This sounds good. It?s not easy.  It wasn?t for 
Jesus or for his disciples. Honestly, sometimes, I 
don?t know where to start. So it 's easier to put 
my head down and get to work. I pray the 
Lenten journey will help me to keep my head 
up, following the lead of the Spirit who 
scrutinizes everything, especially the settled 
places of my heart (1 Corinthians 2:10).  Maybe 
the same for you too? 

Please pray for me. I promise the same. 
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  THE PASTOR'S POST
ASENTAMIENTO 

  EL POST DEL PARROCO
 Estimada familia parroquial:

 Hay una persona en mi vida que está muy 
frustrada con las cosas del mundo hoy en día. 
¿Quizás tú también conoces a alguien así? No hace 
falta decir que está frustrada con el gobierno, en 
todos los niveles, y con las muchas situaciones 
desesperadas a las que nos enfrentamos en el 
mundo. Está profundamente decepcionada con la 
Iglesia, especialmente en estos días.  

 Como sacerdote, como te puedes imaginar, 
escucho con bastante frecuencia sus frustraciones, 
especialmente con la Iglesia. «¿Dónde están, John?». 
«Bonitas palabras, pero ninguna acción». «Buen 
video sobre los migrantes, ¿y qué estás haciendo al 
respecto?». «Video racista de los líderes políticos, 
¿dónde está la Iglesia, John? ¿Dónde están los 
profetas?».  

Escucho su voz y estoy de acuerdo con ella hasta 
cierto punto en algunas de sus preocupaciones. Sin 
embargo, no estoy seguro  qué hacer. ¿Escribir otra 
carta? ¿Enviar un correo electrónico? No me rindo. 
Pero no estoy seguro de qué hacer. Así que tiendo a 
bajar la cabeza y concentrarme en lo que tengo 
delante. Espero que sea suficiente. 

Me conformo.

«¿Qué puedes hacer?», me digo a mí mismo. No 
puedo solucionar todos esos problemas. Trabajaré 
lo mejor posible en la parte del mundo a la que me 
envíen. Eso es suficiente. ¿O no? 

 Mientras oraba con el Evangelio de este domingo, 
me sentí interpelado. Jesús, al referirse a la Ley, 
está argumentando en contra de conformarse, 
¿verdad? Los líderes judíos conocen las leyes 
escritas. Jesús sabe que las conocen. En muchas 
partes de la lectura, dice: «Habéis oído que se 
dijo...» y los llama a ir más allá. Ellos pasan el resto 
del Evangelio evitando esa llamada.

 Se han establecido. Seguimos la Ley. Lo sabemos. 
Escuchamos los Mandamientos. Los seguimos.  

 ¿Qué les está diciendo Jesús? No es suficiente.

 Puede que nos hayamos conformado. Decimos: 
«Mira, yo cumplo la ley». Sé lo que está permitido y 
lo que no. 

 ¿Qué nos está diciendo Jesús a ti y a mí? No es 
suficiente. 

 Así que, esta semana, mientras nos preparamos 
para la Cuaresma, ¿podemos mirar dentro de 
nosotros mismos y admitir que hay aspectos en los 
que nos hemos acomodado? ¿Seguimos la «letra de 
la ley», es decir, «no cometerás adulterio», pero nos 
saltamos el espíritu, es decir, «así que de vez en 
cuando visito algunas páginas web»? O «nunca 
haría daño a otra persona ni le quitaría la vida», 
pero «he oído hablar de él o ella, no querría a esa 
persona en mi vida». Quizás, en lugar de limitarnos 
a mirar los aspectos en los que pecamos ? algo que 
es bueno hacer con regularidad? , podamos mirar 
en qué aspectos nos hemos acomodado. En lugar 
de profundizar, examinemos los aspectos en los 
que nos hemos quedado en la superficie. 

Esto, por supuesto, va más allá de nuestra propia 
conversión interior. ¿Nos hemos conformado con 
«amar a nuestro prójimo»? ¿Me he conformado con 
la injusticia y no he hecho todo lo posible para 
lograr un cambio? Quizás no hablo mal de los 
afligidos, pero ¿alzo la voz y actúo cuando veo que 
se falta al respeto y se destruye a seres humanos, 
desde el útero hasta la tumba? ¿Quizás debo 
adoptar una postura más firme cuando veo que se 
comete el mal contra otros por el color de su piel, 
su acento o su situación legal? Quizás, en lugar de 
poner los ojos en blanco y decir «¿qué le vas a 
hacer?», puedo decir con palabras y acciones: «No. 
Esto está mal».

Esto suena bien. No es fácil. No lo fue para Jesús ni 
para sus discípulos. Sinceramente, a veces no sé 
por dónde empezar. Así que es más fácil bajar la 
cabeza y ponerme a trabajar. Rezo para que el 
camino de Cuaresma me ayude a mantener la 
cabeza alta, siguiendo la guía del Espíritu que lo 
escudriña todo, especialmente los rincones más 
recónditos de mi corazón (1 Corintios 2:10). 
¿Quizás a ti te pase lo mismo? 

Por favor, recen por mí. Yo prometo hacer lo 
mismo. 
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DIRECTOR OF OUTREACH 
& COORDINATOR OF CASA 
MARY JOHANNA, St. Brigid's 
Immigration Outreach Ministry
Yanira Chacon
516.334.0021 x. 362
yanira@saintbrigid.net

THE WELL 
Assistance includes helping you 
apply for social services, federal 
programs, utility relief, and to 
receive other help through the 
local community.
Barbara Powell
516.334.0021 x. 361
barbarap@saintbrigid.net

FOOD PANTRY
Ximena Aravena
516.334.0021 x. 327
ximena@saintbrigid.net

Food Pantry Assistant:
Carla Escobar
516-334-0021 x. 376

Hours of operation:
Monday
4:30p - 7p
Tue. & Wed.
10:30a - 12p/ 1p - 3p
Thursday
10:30a - 12p/4:30p - 7p
Fr iday 
10:30a - 12p

We are here to serve and care for you!
If  you?re struggling with something and not sure where to turn, please 
turn to St. Brigid's. We may not be able to address all concerns but will 
do our best to help and/or refer you for additional support.  Our 
Parish provides confidential support and assistance for Immigration 
concerns, food insecurity, serious illness, economic problems, mental 
health concerns and many other issues we may all face at different 
times in our lives.

Si tiene problemas con algo y no está seguro de a dónde acudir, 
diríjase a St. Brigid's. Es posible que no podamos abordar todas las 
inquietudes, pero haremos todo lo posible para ayudarlo y/o 
recomendarlo para obtener asistencia adicional. la oficina de ayuda 
provee apoyo y ayuda confidencialmente.Las preocupaciones de 
inmigración, la inseguridad alimentaria, las enfermedades graves, los 
problemas económicos, los problemas de salud mental y muchos 
otros son problemas que todos podemos enfrentar en diferentes 
momentos de nuestras vidas.

PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY

PA NTRY 
SHOPPING 

LIST
These are the items our pantry is in 
particular need of this week. You can 
drop them off at the Schaefer Center 

or leave them at the doors of the 
Church or Chapel. 

- Jellly
- Sugar
- Dried Black Beans 1lb
- Canned Beets
- Canned Salmon
- Cookies
- Snacks
- Jello
- Laundry Detergent

If donating food to the Pantry 
via delivery, the address is:  75 
Post Avenue, Westbury, NY
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PRAYING FOR ONE ANOTHER
FOR THE SICK -  

POR LOS QUE ESTAN ENFERMOS

John Gaeta - Lnc. Corporal USMC Northern Europe
Cameron Crosby - Corporal Marines
Patrick Simons, Lieutenant, US Navy

Daniel Tilghman
John M. Pereira

MMN3 Juan Jose Velasco, Yokusuka, Japan
Captain Sean K. Dowd, US Army serving in Japan

Ltjg. Anthony P. Suarez, US Navy (Stationed in Spain)
Ens. Andrew P. Suarez, US Navy (Stationed in Hawaii)

If you wish to place someone on the military prayer or 
sick list , please go to parish website and click on 

"Forms" and "Prayer Requests", or call the parish office.

https://saintbrigid.net - 516.334.0021 ext. 300

Chris Bagnasco
Kevin Strafford

Christopher Latty
Milagro Luna
Willy Garcia

Dolores Traficante
Sal Lanzilotta

Erica Bush
Gene Heaney

Lizbeth Maria Santiago
Jim Winship

Sean Doherty
Bernice Campbell
Rosemary Fischer
Baby Maia Duryea
Christine Clancy

Paul Homer
Zoraida Garcia
Eileen Heaney
Susan Santilli

Manuel Giron
Larine Esposito
Brian McGrath
Rose Richard

Angel Hernandez
Sally McCardell

Elaine & Michael Pereira
Michael & Andrew 

Butthkosky
Raymond Henning
Bernadeth Manetta

Frank Lofaro, Jr.
Gordon Shaw
Diane Healy

Carley Barten
Richard Hyppolite

Nohora Barbini
Jeanette Murphy

Stephanie M.
Joan Sommese

FOR THOSE WHO SERVE IN THE M ILITARY -  POR 
AQUELLOS QUE SIRVEN EN LAS FUERZAS ARM ADAS

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED -  

POR LOS QUE EN MUERTO

Gislaine Cadet, Patr icia Boertlein, 
Anna M ar ia Bordonaro

   

BAPTISM S

Luca Gaspare Caiazza

Hailey  Rose M orreale

Cil l ian Patr ick Smith

M EMORIALS

For the week of February  8th 

Bread &  Wine donated 

in memory of 

Lucia Correra

For the week of February  14th

Bread &  Wine is donated

in M emory of

Rita Scala

WE WELCOM E NEW FAM ILIES

The Strauber Family

The Sanchez Vil lalta Family

M s. Roxanna Negrete

M s. Julieta Rojano

M r. Kevin Perez

M s. Blanca Henr iquez
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THE MASS 
FOR THE WEEK BEGINNING FEBRUARY 16

MONDAY/LUNES FEBRUARY 16

7:00am - Intent ion Available
12:10pm - John & Kevin Preiss  

TUESDAY/MARTES FEBRUARY 17

ASH WEDNESDAY/  MERCOLES FEBRUARY 18

7:00am - James von Seelen (Living)
12:10pm - Callie Rae Pisano
7:30pm - Intent ion Available

THURSDAY/  JUEVES FEBRUARY 19

FRIDAY/VIERNES FEBRUARY 20

7:00am - Dylan Ratovonarivo
12:10pm - Cosmo Martone

SATURDAY/SABADO FEBRUARY 21

 SUNDAY/DOMINGO FEBRUARY 22

Look ing Ahead..First Sunday of Lent 
Pray w it h next  Sunday 's readings and consider  t hese quest ions. You can access t he readings at  

www.usccb.org or  by m ak ing use of  t he Sunday's Word or  Sanctus books. 

8:00am - Novena Mass  - 
5:00pm - Mario Casale
7:00pm - (Spanish) Eleazar Pichardo

PRAYER & WORSHIP

7:00am - Jane Veronica O'Shea (Anniversary)
12:10pm - Donato Zampini

7:00am - Father Rolando Ticlassuca (Living)
12:10pm - Ronald Guillaume

7:30am - (Chapel/Spanish) Intent ion Available
8:00am - (Church/English/ Italian) - For all Souls in 
Purgatory, Pasqua & Cosmo Castaldo, Constant ino 
Iadevaia (Birthday), Al Livot i
9:15am - (Chapel/English) - Rev. Varghese Mavelil
10:00am -(Church/English)- Domenick & Jennie Pinto, 
Charles A. Smith, Mary Lagnese, Jane Veronica O'Shea 
(Anniversaary), Emalie Platt  Feerick, Antonietta DeLucia
11:00am - (Chapel/Spanish) - Intent ion Available
11:45am  -(Church/English)- Loretta Su Chua
12:45pm - (Chapel/Spanish)* - Hilda Port illo-Feliz 
Cumplelanos (Birthday)
2:30pm- (Church/Kreyol)  Mr. & Mrs. Denis & Family In 
Thanksgiving
6:00pm - (Church/English)- George Dyckman

Our  Lady's Chapel is  located in our school building at 
101 Maple Avenue.

First  Reading: Genesis 2:7-9, 3:1-7
The Lord God created Adam and Eve and set them in 
the garden of Eden.  They had all they needed, but 
the serpent tempted them, and they disobeyed 
God's command.

- Would it be better if we did not have the 
freedom to choose?

- Is it easy to be honest about our faults?

Second Reading:  Rom ans 5:12-19
Just as through Adam's disobedience all became 
sinners, through Christ 's obedience all shall become 
just.

- What does it mean that death is "sin's great 
witness?"

- What sign or evidence is there that everyone 
has sinned?

Gospel: Mat t hew  4:1-11
After Jesus fasted for forty days and nights in the 
desert, the devil tempted him in three ways.  
Through all these, Jesus resisted temptation and 
remained faithful to the Lord God.  When the devil 
left, angels came and ministered to Jesus.

- What is the difference between God's word 
and man's word?

- Why did Jesus choose fishermen as his first 
disciples?

- How can we prepare ourselves for the 
Kingdom of Heaven?
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Here is som e basic inform at ion about  our  par ish com m unit y.  Visit  
www.saint br igid.net  for  m ore det ailed inform at ion or  call t he Par ish Of f ice at  
516.334.0021 ext ension 300 - e-m ail f ront desk@saint br igid.net

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

 We Celebrat e t he Euchar ist  (Mass)  
Sat urday Evening (Church - Post Avenue) 5:00 pm (English) - 7:00 
pm (Spanish) 
Sunday (Church- Post  Avenue) 8:00 am (English/Italian) - 10:00 am 
(English) - 11:45 am (English) - 2:30 pm (Kreyol) -  6:00 pm (English)
Sunday (Our  Lady?s Chapel in t he School - 101 Maple Avenue)
7:30 am (Spanish) - 9:15 am (English) - 11:00 am (Spanish) 12:45 pm 
(Spanish)  
Daily Mass (Monday - Fr iday): 7 a.m. and 12:10 p.m. (St. Brigid?s 
Church)
Wednesday (Spanish): 7:30 p.m. (St. Brigid?s Church)
Saturday Mornings: 8 a.m. (St. Brigid?s Church)

We Welcom e Sinners/
Dam os la Bienvenida a Los Pecadores

Confessions are heard Monday - Friday after the 12:10 p.m. Mass,
Wednesdays from 6:45- 7:15 p.m.

Saturdays from 4- 4:45 p.m. and 6:15-6:45 p.m.
Habrá confesiones de lunes a viernes después 

de la misa de las 12:10 p. m. 
Miércoles de 6:45 pm a 7:15 p. m.

Sábados de 4:00 pm a 4:45 p.m. y 6:15-6:45 p. m.

Celebram os el Baut ism o/
We Celebrat e Bapt ism  

For more information about celebrating the baptism of your child, 
please contact the Parish Office at 516.334.0021 or email 
frontdesk@saintbrigid.net to set a baptism intake appointment. 
For children above the age of 7 and adults who desire baptism or 
confirmation, please contact the Office of Faith Formation at 
516.334.0021 or email faithformation@saintbrigid.net.

Para obtener más información sobre cómo celebrar el bautismo 
de su hijo, comuníquese a la Oficina Parroquial al 516.334.0021 o 
envíe un correo electrónico a frontdesk@sainOficinatbrigid.net 
para programar una cita inicial para el bautismo. . Para niños 
mayores de 7 años y adultos que deseen bautizarse o 
confirmarse, comuníquese con la  de Formación en la Fe al 
516.334.0021 o envíe un correo electrónico a 
Faithformation@saintbrigid.net.

PARISH LEADERSHIP 

Fr . Nesly Jean Jacques,SMM
Associate Pastor
Fr . Jacob Onyum be
In Residence
Rev. Msgr . Jam es Vlaun
In Residence

Deacon Jim  Mor r is
Deacon Frank  Pesce
Deacon Manuel Ram os

Xim ena Aravena
St. Brigid's Food Pantry
Vince Buzzeo
Director of Confirmation 
Preparation
Marcel Cat afago
Business Manager
Yanira Chacon-Lopez
Director of Outreach
Casa Mary Joanna
Paul Clagnaz
Catholic School Principal
Jacqueline DeLeon
Director of Family Faith 
Formation
Rosem ary Moreno
Coordinator of Family Faith 
Formation
Barbara Powell
St. Brigid's Well

Fr .  John Sureau, 
Past or
fatherjohn@saintbrigid.net
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