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  THE PASTOR'S POST
NO ORDINARY TIME

 Dear Parish Family:

This upcoming Tuesday, near the Feast Day of 
St. Brigid, we will gather for a day of prayer and 
reflection for our pastoral staff and team. I invited Mary 
McMahon to lead the day. Mary is the Director of the 
Office for Protection of Children and Young People in 
the diocese. She is an incredible social worker, a 
woman of deep faith and, in many ways, a prophet.  

I called her yesterday to go over the day. I was talking to 
her about what we are working on and some  of our 
challenges, not to mention some of my own.   She said, 
?You know, John, I have looked through the bulletin too 
and the website.  There?s no Ordinary Time at St. 
Brigid?s!?  She was referring to the variety of initiatives 
and events we offer here at St. Brigid?s. 
She made me laugh. For, though we 
gather in these days of Ordinary Time in 
the liturgical cycle, there is no ordinary 
time at St. Brigid?s. 

So, on this February 1st, as we celebrate 
the Feast of St. Brigid today, we give 
thanks to God for the gift of St. Brigid 
and through her example our parish 
community.  

This Sunday, the 4th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time, we pray with the Beatitudes - this 
mission statement for ministry and 
mission for the disciples.  From the 
beginning of his mission in the Gospel of 
Matthew, Jesus is calling his disciples to 
look at eternal life.  Our direction is 
always heaven-ward, working where we 
can to create heaven on earth.

Last week, in my Confirmation small 
group in Fire 2 in our Family Faith 
Formation program, we shared about 
the Beatitudes and the call to living humbly as disciples.  
It?s not only a good lesson for Confirmation candidates, 
it?s a good lesson for each one of us.   The phrase ?poor 
in spirit? inspired a good discussion.  At first, everyone 
thought it to be a negative thing. As we broke it down, a 
light bulb of sorts went off for them.  To be poor in 
spirit, in the spirit of these Beatitudes, is nothing 
ordinary. It is to try to be free of so many of the things 
that can get in the way of us relying totally on God. It 
calls us to a rid of attachments so we may attach more 
completely to Christ.  Nothing ordinary about this!

I cannot help but think of that extraordinary poverty of 
spirit that dwells here in this parish community. Again 
and again, I am humbled by the prophetic witness of so 
many in our parish. It is a reminder to me, again and 
again, how much work is needed in my own spiritual 
life.  

I see this extraordinary poverty of spirit in a school that 
ministers to all of God?s children in incredible and 
amazing ways, in ways seen and more often unseen.  

I see this in the quiet prayer of so many whose lives are 
driven by fear because of their skin color, accent or 
immigration status. They continue to pray, confident 
God will provide.

I see this in outreach efforts that seem so often 
overwhelming and beyond our reach. Yet we keep 
going confident God will give us what we need.

I see this in employees and volunteers who so often 
work tirelessly to all they can to provide for our 
parishioners. 

I see this in families, working as hard as 
they can to share faith with their 
children, godchildren, and grandchildren 
in the Family Faith Formation program. 
It?s  humbling for them on many levels.

I see this in the devotion to prayer of so 
many of our homebound, trusting that 
God will always draw near. 

I see this in so many who serve at 
liturgy, names frequently not known, 
who quietly (and some with amazing 
voices too!) serve so we can encounter 
Christ.

I see it in the prophets pushing more 
and more to build the Kingdom of God 
here and now, even when others are 
content with ongoing injustice. 

I see it in the generosity of resources so 
many share that allow us to continue to 
carry out our mission.  There are some 
weeks we are facing great financial 

pressure. Somehow God uses so many of you to 
provide.

These are just some examples that call me to a deeper 
humility, a deeper reliance on Christ. Indeed, I am 
extraordinarily humbled to be part of this community.  
This is no ordinary place, no ordinary time.

St. Brigid is alleged to have said, ?I would like the angels 
of Heaven to be among us.?  I think her prayer has been 
granted. Perhaps in Ireland. Definitely in Westbury.  

St. Brigid, pray for us.

If you can, please say a prayer for me. I promise the 
same. 

  THE PASTOR'S POST
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  THE PASTOR'S POST
TIEMPO NO ORDINARIO 

Estimada familia parroquial:

El próximo martes, cerca de la festividad de Santa 
Brígida, nos reuniremos para un día de oración y 
reflexión para nuestros empleados  y equipo pastoral. 
Invité a Mary McMahon para que dirigiera el día. Mary es 
la Directora de la Oficina para la Protección de Niños y 
Jóvenes de la Diócesis. Es una trabajadora social 
increíble, una mujer de profunda fe y, en muchos 
sentidos, una profeta.  

Ayer la llamé para repasar el día. Le hablé de en qué 
estamos trabajando y de algunos de nuestros retos, por 
no mencionar algunos de los míos.   Ella me dijo: «Sabes, 
John, también he revisado el boletín y la página  web. ¡En 
Sta. Brígida no hay tiempo ordinario!». Se refería a la 
variedad de iniciativas y eventos que ofrecemos aquí en 
Sta. Brigida. Me hizo reír. Porque, aunque 
nos reunimos en estos días de tiempo 
ordinario en el ciclo litúrgico, en Sta. Brígida 
no hay tiempo ordinario. 

Así pues, este 1 de febrero, mientras 
celebramos la fiesta de Santa Brígida, damos 
gracias a Dios por el don de Santa Brígida y, a 
través de su ejemplo, por nuestra comunidad 
parroquial.  

Este domingo, cuarto domingo del tiempo 
ordinario, rezamos con las Bienaventuranzas, 
esta declaración de intenciones para el 
ministerio y la misión de los discípulos. 
Desde el comienzo de su misión en el 
Evangelio de Mateo, Jesús llama a sus 
discípulos a mirar hacia la vida eterna. 
Nuestra dirección es siempre hacia el cielo, 
trabajando donde podamos para crear el cielo en la 
tierra.

La semana pasada, en mi pequeño grupo de 
Confirmación en Fuego 2, dentro de nuestro programa 
de Formación Familiar en la Fe, compartimos sobre las 
Bienaventuranzas y el llamado a vivir con humildad 
como discípulos. No solo es una buena lección para los 
candidatos a la Confirmación, sino también para cada 
uno de nosotros. La frase «pobres de espíritu» inspiró un 
buen debate. Al principio, todos pensaban que era algo 
negativo. A medida que la analizamos, se les encendió 
una especie de bombilla. Ser pobres de espíritu, en el 
sentido de estas Bienaventuranzas, no es nada 
ordinario. Es tratar de liberarse de tantas cosas que 
pueden impedirnos confiar totalmente en Dios. Nos 
llama a desprendernos de nuestros apegos para poder 
unirnos más completamente a Cristo. ¡No hay nada 
ordinario en esto!

No puedo evitar pensar en esa extraordinaria pobreza 
de espíritu que habita aquí, en esta comunidad 
parroquial. Una y otra vez, me siento humilde ante el 
testimonio profético de tantos miembros de nuestra 
parroquia. Es un recordatorio constante de cuánto 

trabajo me queda por hacer en mi propia vida espiritual.  

Veo esta extraordinaria pobreza de espíritu en una 
escuela que atiende a todos los hijos de Dios de 
maneras increíbles y asombrosas, tanto visibles como, 
más a menudo, invisibles.  

Lo veo en la oración silenciosa de tantas personas cuyas 
vidas están dominadas por el miedo debido al color de 
su piel, su acento o su situación migratoria. Siguen 
rezando, confiando en que Dios les ayudará.

Lo veo en los esfuerzos de divulgación que a menudo 
parecen abrumadores y fuera de nuestro alcance. Sin 
embargo, seguimos adelante con la confianza de que 
Dios nos dará lo que necesitamos.

Lo veo en los empleados y voluntarios que tan a 
menudo trabajan incansablemente para 
hacer todo lo posible por atender a nuestros 
feligreses. 

Veo esto en las familias, que se esfuerzan al 
máximo por compartir su fe con sus hijos, 
ahijados y nietos en el programa de 
Formación de la Fe Familiar. Es una lección 
de humildad para ellos en muchos niveles.

Veo esto en la devoción por la oración de 
tantas personas confinadas en sus hogares, 
confiando en que Dios siempre estará cerca. 

Veo esto en tantas personas que sirven en la 
liturgia, cuyos nombres a menudo se 
desconocen, que sirven en silencio para que 
podamos encontrarnos con Cristo.

Lo veo en los profetas que presionan cada 
vez más para construir el Reino de Dios aquí y ahora, 
incluso cuando otros se conforman con la injusticia 
actual. 

Lo veo en la generosidad de los recursos que muchos 
comparten y que nos permiten seguir llevando a cabo 
nuestra misión. Hay semanas en las que nos 
enfrentamos a una gran presión financiera. Dios utiliza a 
muchos de ustedes para proveer.

Estos son solo algunos ejemplos que me invitan a una 
humildad más profunda, a una confianza más profunda 
en Cristo. De hecho, me siento extraordinariamente 
honrado de formar parte de esta comunidad. Este no es 
un lugar cualquiera. Este no es un momento cualquiera.

Se dice que Santa Brígida dijo: «Me gustaría que los 
ángeles del cielo estuvieran entre nosotros». Creo 
que su plegaria ha sido escuchada. Quizás en 
Irlanda. Sin duda en Westbury.  

Santa Brígida, ruega por nosotros.

Si puedes, reza por mí. Yo prometo hacer lo mismo. 

  EL POST DEL PARROCO
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DIRECTOR OF OUTREACH 
& COORDINATOR OF CASA 
MARY JOHANNA, St. Brigid's 
Immigration Outreach Ministry
Yanira Chacon
516.334.0021 x. 362
yanira@saintbrigid.net

THE WELL 
Assistance includes helping you 
apply for social services, federal 
programs, utility relief, and to 
receive other help through the 
local community.
Barbara Powell
516.334.0021 x. 361
barbarap@saintbrigid.net

FOOD PANTRY
Ximena Aravena
516.334.0021 x. 327
ximena@saintbrigid.net

Food Pantry Assistant:
Carla Escobar
516-334-0021 x. 376

Hours of operation:
Monday
4:30p - 7p
Tue. & Wed.
10:30a - 12p/ 1p - 3p
Thursday
10:30a - 12p/4:30p - 7p
Fr iday 
10:30a - 12p

We are here to serve and care for you!
If  you?re struggling with something and not sure where to turn, please 
turn to St. Brigid's. We may not be able to address all concerns but will 
do our best to help and/or refer you for additional support.  Our 
Parish provides confidential support and assistance for Immigration 
concerns, food insecurity, serious illness, economic problems, mental 
health concerns and many other issues we may all face at different 
times in our lives.

Si tiene problemas con algo y no está seguro de a dónde acudir, 
diríjase a St. Brigid's. Es posible que no podamos abordar todas las 
inquietudes, pero haremos todo lo posible para ayudarlo y/o 
recomendarlo para obtener asistencia adicional. la oficina de ayuda 
provee apoyo y ayuda confidencialmente.Las preocupaciones de 
inmigración, la inseguridad alimentaria, las enfermedades graves, los 
problemas económicos, los problemas de salud mental y muchos 
otros son problemas que todos podemos enfrentar en diferentes 
momentos de nuestras vidas.

PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY

PA NTRY 
SHOPPING 

LIST
These are the items our pantry is in 
particular need of this week. You can 
drop them off at the Schaefer Center 

or leave them at the doors of the 
Church or Chapel. 

- Bottles of Juice
- Small Boxes of Cereal (less 

than 18 Oz.)
- Tea
- Oil
- Fruit Cups
- Snacks
- Cookies
- Spaguetti
- Shampoo
- Conditioner
-

If donating food to the Pantry 
via delivery, the address is:  75 
Post Avenue, Westbury, NY
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PRAYING FOR ONE ANOTHER
FOR THE SICK -  

POR LOS QUE ESTAN ENFERMOS

John Gaeta - Lnc. Corporal USMC Northern Europe
Cameron Crosby - Corporal Marines
Patrick Simons, Lieutenant, US Navy

Daniel Tilghman
John M. Pereira

MMN3 Juan Jose Velasco, Goose Creek, SC
Captain Sean K. Dowd, US Army serving in Japan

Ltjg. Anthony P. Suarez, US Navy (Stationed in Spain)
Ens. Andrew P. Suarez, US Navy (Stationed in Hawaii)

If you wish to place someone on the military prayer or 
sick list , please go to parish website and click on 

"Forms" and "Prayer Requests", or call the parish office.

https://saintbrigid.net - 516.334.0021 ext. 300

Milagro Luna
Willy Garcia

Dolores Traficante
Sal Lanzilotta

Erica Bush
Gene Heaney

Lizbeth Maria Santiago
Jim Winship

Sean Doherty
Bernice Campbell
Rosemary Fischer
Baby Maia Duryea
Christine Clancy

Paul Homer
Zoraida Garcia
Eileen Heaney
Susan Santilli
Manuel Giron

Larine Esposito
Brian McGrath

Rose Richard
Angel Hernandez
Sally McCardell

Elaine & Michael Pereira
Michael & Andrew 

Butthkosky
Raymond Henning
Bernadeth Manetta

Frank Lofaro, Jr.
Gordon Shaw
Diane Healy

Carley Barten
Richard Hyppolite

Nohora Barbini
Jeanette Murphy

Stephanie M.
Joan Sommese
Noah Langan

Marta Gonzalez
Lliam Collins

FOR THOSE WHO SERVE IN THE M ILITARY -  POR 
AQUELLOS QUE SIRVEN EN LAS FUERZAS ARM ADAS

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED -  

POR LOS QUE EN MUERTO

John Gioeni, M ar ia Iamunno, Phy ll is Bente



21

THE MASS 
FOR THE WEEK BEGINNING FEBRUARY 2

MONDAY/LUNES FEBRUARY 2

7:00am - In Memory of Ahafia Chominska
12:10pm - Theodora M. Poppe  

TUESDAY/MARTES FEBRUARY 3

WEDNESDAY/  MERCOLES FEBRUARY 4

7:00am - Maria Piniero 
(Living/Birthday/Thanksgiving)
12:10pm - Kaila M. VanCott (Birthday)
7:30pm - Intent ion Available

THURSDAY/  JUEVES FEBRUARY 5

FRIDAY/VIERNES FEBRUARY 6

7:00am - Harry F. Miller
12:10pm - Richard D. Collins

SATURDAY/SABADO FEBRUARY 7

 SUNDAY/DOMINGO FEBRUARY 8

Look ing Ahead..Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Pray w it h next  Sunday 's readings and consider  t hese quest ions. You can access t he readings at  

www.usccb.org or  by m ak ing use of  t he Sunday's Word or  Sanctus books. 

8:00am - Novena Mass  - 
5:00pm - Grace Berardi
7:00pm - (Spanish) Fernando Apolinar (1st Anniversary)

First  Reading: Isaiah 58:7-10
Isaiah prophesied:  Share bread with the hungry.  
Shelter the homeless.  Clothe the naked.  Do not 
turn away from your own.  "Then your light shall 
break forth like the dawn."

- How can you "share your bread with the 
hungry" in today's society?

- In what ways can we "clothe the naked" in our 
community?

Second Reading:  1 Cor int hians 2:1-5
Paul's teaching did not come from himself but from 
the convincing power of the Spirit.  So the faith he 
passed on rests "not on human wisdom but on the 
power of God."

- Why was it good that Paul came to Corinth in 

wakness and fear?
- On what should our faith rest?

Gospel: Mat t hew  5:13-16
Jesus called his disciples the "salt of the earth" and 
"the light of the world."  He cautioned them not to 
let the salt lose its flavor and not to put a cover on 
the light but to let it shine.  "Your light must shine 
before others...and glorify your heavenly Father."

- How does God speak to you today through 
His Spirit and His Word?

- How is the love of Christ reflected in your 
conversations?

PRAYER & WORSHIP

7:00am - St. Anthony (In Thanksgiving)
12:10pm - Antonietta & Francesco Abbatiello
& Family

7:00am - Reverend Richard R. Donovan
12:10pm - Clemente Iadevaia

7:30am - (Chapel/Spanish) Intent ion Available
8:00am - (Church/English/ Italian) - Anthony Pascarella
9:15am - (Chapel/English) - Thomas Raju 
(Deceased/Birthday)
10:00am -(Church/English)- Michael Calingasan, 
Marlene K. Peter, Diane Curcio, Greg Adolphe, Robert 
Schlaich & the Deceased Members of the Roddy & 
Schlaich Families, Krystal Strouse
11:00am - (Chapel/Spanish) - Intent ion Available
11:45am  -(Church/English)- Margaret Schumacher
12:45pm - (Chapel/Spanish)* - Lily Carolina Oster (2nd 
Anniversario) & Jose Armando Mejia
2:30pm- (Church/Kreyol)  Mr. & Mrs. Denis & Family In 
Thanksgiving
6:00pm - (Church/English)- Intent ion Available

Our  Lady's Chapel is  located in our school building at 
101 Maple Avenue.
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Here is som e basic inform at ion about  our  par ish com m unit y.  Visit  
www.saint br igid.net  for  m ore det ailed inform at ion or  call t he Par ish Of f ice at  
516.334.0021 ext ension 300 - e-m ail f ront desk@saint br igid.net

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

 We Celebrat e t he Euchar ist  (Mass)  
Sat urday Evening (Church - Post Avenue) 5:00 pm (English) - 7:00 
pm (Spanish) 
Sunday (Church- Post  Avenue) 8:00 am (English/Italian) - 10:00 am 
(English) - 11:45 am (English) - 2:30 pm (Kreyol) -  6:00 pm (English)
Sunday (Our  Lady?s Chapel in t he School - 101 Maple Avenue)
7:30 am (Spanish) - 9:15 am (English) - 11:00 am (Spanish) 12:45 pm 
(Spanish)  
Daily Mass (Monday - Fr iday): 7 a.m. and 12:10 p.m. (St. Brigid?s 
Church)
Wednesday (Spanish): 7:30 p.m. (St. Brigid?s Church)
Saturday Mornings: 8 a.m. (St. Brigid?s Church)

We Welcom e Sinners/
Dam os la Bienvenida a Los Pecadores

Confessions are heard Monday - Friday after the 12:10 p.m. Mass,
Wednesdays from 6:45- 7:15 p.m.

Saturdays from 4- 4:45 p.m. and 6:15-6:45 p.m.
Habrá confesiones de lunes a viernes después 

de la misa de las 12:10 p. m. 
Miércoles de 6:45 pm a 7:15 p. m.

Sábados de 4:00 pm a 4:45 p.m. y 6:15-6:45 p. m.

Celebram os el Baut ism o/
We Celebrat e Bapt ism  

For more information about celebrating the baptism of your child, 
please contact the Parish Office at 516.334.0021 or email 
frontdesk@saintbrigid.net to set a baptism intake appointment. 
For children above the age of 7 and adults who desire baptism or 
confirmation, please contact the Office of Faith Formation at 
516.334.0021 or email faithformation@saintbrigid.net.

Para obtener más información sobre cómo celebrar el bautismo 
de su hijo, comuníquese a la Oficina Parroquial al 516.334.0021 o 
envíe un correo electrónico a frontdesk@sainOficinatbrigid.net 
para programar una cita inicial para el bautismo. . Para niños 
mayores de 7 años y adultos que deseen bautizarse o 
confirmarse, comuníquese con la  de Formación en la Fe al 
516.334.0021 o envíe un correo electrónico a 
Faithformation@saintbrigid.net.

PARISH LEADERSHIP 

Fr . Nesly Jean Jacques,SMM
Associate Pastor
Fr . Rolando Ticl lasuca
Associate Pastor
Fr . Jacob Onyum be
In Residence
Rev. Msgr . Jam es Vlaun
In Residence

Deacon Jim  Mor r is
Deacon Frank  Pesce
Deacon Manuel Ram os

Xim ena Aravena
St. Brigid's Food Pantry
Vince Buzzeo
Director of Confirmation 
Preparation
Marcel Cat afago
Business Manager
Yanira Chacon-Lopez
Director of Outreach
Casa Mary Joanna
Paul Clagnaz
Catholic School Principal
Jacqueline DeLeon
Director of Family Faith 
Formation
Rosem ary Moreno
Coordinator of Family Faith 
Formation
Barbara Powell
St. Brigid's Well

Fr .  John Sureau, 
Past or
fatherjohn@saintbrigid.net
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