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  THE PASTOR'S POST
ZABULÓN Y NEFTALÍ

Estimada familia parroquial:

 «Se l levaron a m i papá el viernes». 

 Michael (no es su nombre real) es un estudiante de 
una de las clases que imparto aquí en Sta. Brigida. 
Vino a que le firmara un formulario y parecía triste. 
Es un chico tranquilo. No habla mucho. Le pregunté 
si quería sentarse un momento, así que lo hicimos 
fuera del St. Anthony Hall. «¿Qué pasa?». «El viernes 
se llevaron a mi papá». 

Es una frase que, de una forma u otra, muchos de 
nuestros hermanos y hermanas están diciendo 
estos días. Mientras nos sentimos atraídos por las 
injusticias y la lucha por la justicia en lugares como 
Minnesota, cada día se detiene a hermanos y 
hermanas.  El papá de Michael llegó aquí hace más 
de 20 años. Vino porque su vida corría peligro en su 
país natal. Sus padres lo enviaron a vivir con 
familiares aquí para que estuviera a salvo. Un rayo 
de esperanza para ellos. 

El papeleo de inmigración quedó relegado a un 
segundo plano. El proceso era abrumador. Así que 
trabajó, formó una familia, trabajó más, mantuvo a 
sus hijos y los mantuvo a salvo. 

Lo recogieron. Lo trasladaron tres veces en seis días 
a diferentes partes del país. Michael pudo verlo 
hace unos días en Nueva Jersey. «Mi papá ha perdido 
peso. No lo están cuidando bien. Estará bien, padre 
John. Sé que lo estará». 

No está seguro de dónde se encuentra su papá hoy. 
Su nombre ha desaparecido, esperamos que 
temporalmente, de la base de datos.

El pueblo que andaba en tinieblas ha visto una gran 
luz (Isaías 9:1). Escuchamos esta frase en la misa de 
Nochebuena. Pero hoy escuchamos el versículo 
anterior.  Oímos hablar de estas dos tierras que han 
sido destruidas e invadidas. La Liturgy and Life 
Study Bible (Sí, existe tal cosa y yo tengo un 
ejemplar) dice: «Estas dos tribus fueron las 
primeras en ser devastadas (733-32 a. C.) en el 
momento de la invasión asiria» (p. 1519). 

Es aquí, en medio de la oscuridad, donde el Señor 
proporciona un camino ? un sendero hacia el 
mar?  hacia la luz y la restauración. Aquí, en este 
lugar de gentiles (forasteros para muchos), Jesús 
llama, habita, sana y restaura. 

Ahí es donde debemos estar también: entre los 
marginados, en la oscuridad, con los que son 
detenidos, con los que se quedan atrás. Aunque el 
ejemplo de la vida real que he puesto se refiere a la 

inmigración, no se trata solo de la inmigración. Es 
allí donde nos encontramos con la oscuridad y la 
división, dondequiera que nos encontremos con la 
injusticia y la intolerancia, dondequiera que nos 
encontremos con el racismo y las redadas del odio. 

Me siento perdido ante tanta oscuridad en estos 
días. No dejo de preguntarle a Dios: «¿Qué 
hacemos?», «¿Qué quieres de mí?», «¿Cómo 
podemos resolver esto?». No puedo decir que haya 
recibido respuestas profundas todavía. Dios se 
toma su tiempo. Encontraremos el camino.

Dos áreas en las que me voy a enfocar esta 
semana: la Palabra y el testimonio.

Palabra. Hoy celebramos el Domingo de la Palabra 
de Dios. El papa Francisco instituyó esta fiesta hace 
varios años. Es un llamado a reconocer la 
importancia de la Palabra de Dios en nuestras 
vidas. Quizás sea una buena reflexión para ti y para 
mí hoy. ¿Dónde está mi Biblia? ¿La estoy leyendo? 
¿Intento utilizar las Escrituras cada día? ¿Me 
esfuerzo por escuchar la voz de Dios, lo que Dios 
me dice? 

Test igos. Hoy también comenzamos nuestra 
celebración de la Semana de las Escuelas Católicas. 
Ustedes saben lo increíble e importante que es 
nuestra escuela católica St. Brigid/Our Lady of Hope 
para la vida de nuestra parroquia y la vida de la 
Iglesia. Sin duda, hay muchos testigos allí: 
estudiantes, profesores, personal y líderes. Ellos 
nos recuerdan lo importante que es unirnos, como 
nos recuerda hoy San Pablo, para dar testimonio 
como Cuerpo de Cristo. 

Michael no sabía todo lo que Sta. Brigida intenta 
hacer por las personas necesitadas. Así que hoy 
trabajaremos con él y con su mamá para encontrar 
una manera, un camino, de apoyarles y animarles, 
mientras caminamos juntos en estos días de 
oscuridad. Esperamos poder llevar algo de luz a su 
camino. 

Inspirados y desafiados por la Palabra de Dios, 
recemos para que juntos podamos dar testimonio. 
No como tú o yo queramos, sino como Dios quiera. 
Al final, funcionó para los primeros discípulos. 
Recemos para que lo mismo ocurra contigo y 
conmigo. 

 Por favor, recen por mí. Yo prometo hacer lo 
mismo. 

  EL POST DEL PARROCO
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  THE PASTOR'S POST
ZEBULUN AND NAPHTALI

 Dear Parish Family:

 ?They picked up my dad on Friday.? 

 Michael (not his real name) is a student in one of 
the classes I have taught here at St. Brigid?s.  He 
came to get a form signed and looked sad.  He?s a 
quiet kid. I asked if he wanted to sit for a minute so 
we did outside of St. Anthony Hall. ?So what?s going 
on??.  ?They picked up my dad on Friday?. 

It 's a sentence, in some form or another, many of 
our brothers and sisters are saying these days.  
While we are drawn to the injustices and the work 
for justice in places like Minnesota, each day 
brothers and sisters are being picked up.  Michael?s 
dad came here over 20 years ago.  He came 
because his life was threatened in his home 
country. His parents sent him to be with family 
here so he could be safe.  A ray of hope for them. 

The paperwork of immigration fell to the side. The 
process was overwhelming. So he worked, formed 
a family, worked more, provided for his kids, kept 
them safe. 

Picked up. Moved three times in six days to various 
parts of the country.  Michael was able to see him 
a few days ago in New Jersey.  ?My dad has lost 
weight. They are not taking good care of him.  He?ll be 
OK, Fr. John. I know he will.? 

He is unsure where his dad is today. His name has 
disappeared, we hope temporarily, from the 
database.

The people who have walked in darkness have 
seen a great light (Isaiah 9:1).  We heard this line at 
the Mass at Night at Christmas. But today, we hear 
the verse before.  We hear about these two lands -  
Zebulun and Naphtali; that have been destroyed 
and invaded.  The Liturgy and Life Study Bible (Yes - 
there is such a thing and I have a copy!) says ?these 
two tribes were the first to be devastated (733-32 
B.C.) at the time of the Assyrian invasion? (p. 1519). 

It is here, in the midst of the darkness, that the 
Lord provides a way - a seaward path - to light and 
to restoration. Here, in this place of Gentiles 
(outsiders to many), Jesus calls, dwells, heals, and 
restores. 

This is where we must be too - among the 
outsiders, in the darkness, with those picked up, 
with those left behind.  While the real life example I 
have provided relates to immigration, it is not only 

about immigration.  It is where we encounter 
darkness and division, wherever we encounter 
injustice and intolerance, wherever we encounter 
racism and raids of hatred. 

I find myself at a loss when it comes to some of the 
darkness these days.  I keep asking God, ?What do 
we do?? ?What do you want of me?? ?How can we 
figure this out??  I cannot say I have received any 
profound answers yet. God takes time. We?ll figure 
out the path.

Two areas for me to focus on this week - Word and 
Witness.

Word. Today, we celebrate the Sunday of the Word 
of God. Pope Francis instituted this feast a number 
of years ago. It?s a call to recognize the importance 
of the Word of God in our lives.  Maybe a good 
reflection for you and me today. Where is my 
Bible? Am I reading it? Do I try to make use of the 
Scriptures each day? Do I work to hear God?s voice, 
God speaking to me? 

Wit ness.  Today, too, we begin our celebration of 
Catholic Schools Week.  You know how incredible 
and how important our St. Brigid/Our Lady of 
Hope Catholic School is to the life of our parish 
and the life of the Church. There are many 
witnesses there for sure - students, faculty, staff, 
and leaders.  They remind us how important it is to 
come together, as St. Paul reminds us today, to 
witness as the Body of Christ. 

Michael did not know all that St. Brigid?s tries to do 
for people in need. So today, we?ll work with him 
and his mom to find a way, a path, to support and 
encourage, as we walk together in these days of 
darkness. Hopefully we can bring some light to 
their path. 

So inspired and challenged by God?s Word, let us 
pray that together we can witness. Not as you or I 
may want but as God wants. It eventually worked 
for those early the disciples. Let?s pray the same 
for you and me. 

 Please pray for me. I promise the same.

  THE PASTOR'S POST
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Present at ion of  
t he Lord
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Ash Wednesday
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DIRECTOR OF OUTREACH 
& COORDINATOR OF CASA 
MARY JOHANNA, St. Brigid's 
Immigration Outreach Ministry
Yanira Chacon
516.334.0021 x. 362
yanira@saintbrigid.net

THE WELL 
Assistance includes helping you 
apply for social services, federal 
programs, utility relief, and to 
receive other help through the 
local community.
Barbara Powell
516.334.0021 x. 361
barbarap@saintbrigid.net

FOOD PANTRY
Ximena Aravena
516.334.0021 x. 327
ximena@saintbrigid.net

Food Pantry Assistant:
Carla Escobar
516-334-0021 x. 376

Hours of operation:
Monday
4:30p - 7p
Tue. & Wed.
10:30a - 12p/ 1p - 3p
Thursday
10:30a - 12p/4:30p - 7p
Fr iday 
10:30a - 12p

We are here to serve and care for you!
If  you?re struggling with something and not sure where to turn, please 
turn to St. Brigid's. We may not be able to address all concerns but will 
do our best to help and/or refer you for additional support.  Our 
Parish provides confidential support and assistance for Immigration 
concerns, food insecurity, serious illness, economic problems, mental 
health concerns and many other issues we may all face at different 
times in our lives.

Si tiene problemas con algo y no está seguro de a dónde acudir, 
diríjase a St. Brigid's. Es posible que no podamos abordar todas las 
inquietudes, pero haremos todo lo posible para ayudarlo y/o 
recomendarlo para obtener asistencia adicional. la oficina de ayuda 
provee apoyo y ayuda confidencialmente.Las preocupaciones de 
inmigración, la inseguridad alimentaria, las enfermedades graves, los 
problemas económicos, los problemas de salud mental y muchos 
otros son problemas que todos podemos enfrentar en diferentes 
momentos de nuestras vidas.

PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY

PA NTRY 
SHOPPING 

LIST
These are the items our pantry is in 
particular need of this week. You can 
drop them off at the Schaefer Center 

or leave them at the doors of the 
Church or Chapel. 

- Juice Bottles
- Juice Boxes
- White Rice 1 lb. Bags
- Canned Spinach
- Canned Collard Greens
- Canned Mixed Vegetables
- Packages of Cookies
- Diapers #6 & 7

If donating food to the Pantry 
via delivery, the address is:  75 
Post Avenue, Westbury, NY
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PRAYING FOR ONE ANOTHER
FOR THE SICK -  

POR LOS QUE ESTAN ENFERMOS

Vladimir Julien - Naval Chief in Okinawa, Japan
John Gaeta - Lnc. Corporal USMC Northern Europe

Cameron Crosby - Corporal Marines
Patrick Simons, Lieutenant, US Navy

Daniel Tilghman
John M. Pereira

MMN3 Juan Jose Velasco, Goose Creek, SC
Captain Sean K. Dowd, US Army serving in Japan

Ltjg. Anthony P. Suarez, US Navy (Stationed in Spain)
Ens. Andrew P. Suarez, US Navy (Stationed in Hawaii)

If you wish to place someone on the military prayer or 
sick list , please go to parish website and click on 

"Forms" and "Prayer Requests", or call the parish office.

https://saintbrigid.net - 516.334.0021 ext. 300

Milagro Luna
Willy Garcia

Dolores Traficante
Sal Lanzilotta

Erica Bush
Gene Heaney

Lizbeth Maria Santiago
Jim Winship

Sean Doherty
Bernice Campbell
Rosemary Fischer
Baby Maia Duryea
Christine Clancy

Paul Homer
Zoraida Garcia
Eileen Heaney
Susan Santilli
Manuel Giron

Larine Esposito
Brian McGrath

Rose Richard
Angel Hernandez
Sally McCardell

Elaine & Michael Pereira
Michael & Andrew 

Butthkosky
Raymond Henning
Bernadeth Manetta

Frank Lofaro, Jr.
Gordon Shaw
Diane Healy

Carley Barten
Richard Hyppolite

Nohora Barbini
Jeanette Murphy

Stephanie M.
Joan Sommese
Noah Langan

Marta Gonzalez
Lliam Collins

FOR THOSE WHO SERVE IN THE M ILITARY -  POR 
AQUELLOS QUE SIRVEN EN LAS FUERZAS ARM ADAS

WE WELCOM E NEW FAM ILIES
The Pymm Family

The Chamaidan Family

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED -  

POR LOS QUE EN MUERTO

M aria Obermeier , Ketly  Samedy, Laura Belancourt, 
Chr istopher M urano, Pasquale J. Cioffi , Anna Pancotti ,

M ar ie Sierminski
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THE MASS 
FOR THE WEEK BEGINNING JANUARY 26

MONDAY/LUNES JANURY 26

7:00am - Bob Treston (Health)
12:10pm - Richard Fleming  

TUESDAY/MARTES JANUARY 27

WEDNESDAY/  MERCOLES JANUARY 28

7:00am - Judy & Bob Treston (Health)
12:10pm - Ignacia Valdivieso
7:30pm - Sergio Sanchez

THURSDAY/  JUEVES JANUARY 29

FRIDAY/VIERNES JANUARY 30

7:00am - In Memory ofMary Bryngil
12:10pm - Anthony & Mary Amairaj (Wedding 
Anniversary)

SATURDAY/SABADO JANUARY 31

 SUNDAY/DOMINGO FEBRUARY 1

Look ing Ahead..Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Pray w it h next  Sunday 's readings and consider  t hese quest ions. You can access t he readings at  

www.usccb.org or  by m ak ing use of  t he Sunday's Word or  Sanctus books. 

8:00am - Novena Mass  - 
5:00pm -Alexandra Leonardo (Birthday)
7:00pm - (Spanish) Marlene Sabillon

First  Reading: Zephaniah 2:3,12-13
"Seek the LORD, all you humble of the earth," said 
Zephaniah the prophet.  Do what is right.  "Seek 
justice."  Those who take refuge in the Lord shall 
pasture their flocks.

- How can we "seek the Lord" in our daily lives?
- What does the Lord require of you for justice?

Second Reading:  1 Cor int hians 1:26-31
The weak of the world are chosen by God.  "Whoever 
boasts, should boast in the Lord."

- What is the "worldly standard" that Paul is 
talking about?

- How are Paul's words encouraging?

Gospel: Mat t hew  5:1-12a
Jesus upset the standards of worldly justice in this 
charter of the heavenly reign:  It belongs not to the 
rich but to the poor in spirit, not to the powerful but 
to the lowly, not to warmongers but to peacemakers.

- Are you surprised who those are that Jesus 
calls "blessed?"

- Does it change who we look at them?
- In today's world are there any people you 

would add to the list of those who are 
blessed?

PRAYER & WORSHIP

7:00am - In Memory of Benjamin Musto
12:10pm - Jack Easa

7:00am - Sandesh Naik (Living/Birthday)
12:10pm - Dominick Guadagno

7:30am - (Chapel/Spanish) Accion de gracias al Sagrado 
Corazon de Jesus
8:00am - (Church/English/ Italian) - The DaCosta Family 
(In thanksgiving)
9:15am - (Chapel/English) - Intent ion Available
10:00am -(Church/English)- Francesco & Rosa Marciano, 
Peggy Ann Smith, James Davis, Denise Nielsen, Nancy 
Simonett i, James Daly
11:00am - (Chapel/Spanish) - Intent ion Available
11:45am  -(Church/English)- Zarbabol Golpanian
12:45pm - (Chapel/Spanish)* - Marcos Berrios & 
Angelina De Berrios
6:00pm - (Church/English)- Terence E. McCormack

Our  Lady's Chapel is  located in our school building at 
101 Maple Avenue.
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Here is som e basic inform at ion about  our  par ish com m unit y.  Visit  
www.saint br igid.net  for  m ore det ailed inform at ion or  call t he Par ish Of f ice at  
516.334.0021 ext ension 300 - e-m ail f ront desk@saint br igid.net

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

 We Celebrat e t he Euchar ist  (Mass)  
Sat urday Evening (Church - Post Avenue) 5:00 pm (English) - 7:00 
pm (Spanish) 
Sunday (Church- Post  Avenue) 8:00 am (English/Italian) - 10:00 am 
(English) - 11:45 am (English) - 2:30 pm (Kreyol) -  6:00 pm (English)
Sunday (Our  Lady?s Chapel in t he School - 101 Maple Avenue)
7:30 am (Spanish) - 9:15 am (English) - 11:00 am (Spanish) 12:45 pm 
(Spanish)  
Daily Mass (Monday - Fr iday): 7 a.m. and 12:10 p.m. (St. Brigid?s 
Church)
Wednesday (Spanish): 7:30 p.m. (St. Brigid?s Church)
Saturday Mornings: 8 a.m. (St. Brigid?s Church)

We Welcom e Sinners/
Dam os la Bienvenida a Los Pecadores

Confessions are heard Monday - Friday after the 12:10 p.m. Mass,
Wednesdays from 6:45- 7:15 p.m.

Saturdays from 4- 4:45 p.m. and 6:15-6:45 p.m.
Habrá confesiones de lunes a viernes después 

de la misa de las 12:10 p. m. 
Miércoles de 6:45 pm a 7:15 p. m.

Sábados de 4:00 pm a 4:45 p.m. y 6:15-6:45 p. m.

Celebram os el Baut ism o/
We Celebrat e Bapt ism  

For more information about celebrating the baptism of your child, 
please contact the Parish Office at 516.334.0021 or email 
frontdesk@saintbrigid.net to set a baptism intake appointment. 
For children above the age of 7 and adults who desire baptism or 
confirmation, please contact the Office of Faith Formation at 
516.334.0021 or email faithformation@saintbrigid.net.

Para obtener más información sobre cómo celebrar el bautismo 
de su hijo, comuníquese a la Oficina Parroquial al 516.334.0021 o 
envíe un correo electrónico a frontdesk@sainOficinatbrigid.net 
para programar una cita inicial para el bautismo. . Para niños 
mayores de 7 años y adultos que deseen bautizarse o 
confirmarse, comuníquese con la  de Formación en la Fe al 
516.334.0021 o envíe un correo electrónico a 
Faithformation@saintbrigid.net.

PARISH LEADERSHIP 

Fr . Nesly Jean Jacques,SMM
Associate Pastor
Fr . Rolando Ticl lasuca
Associate Pastor
Fr . Jacob Onyum be
In Residence
Rev. Msgr . Jam es Vlaun
In Residence

Deacon Jim  Mor r is
Deacon Frank  Pesce
Deacon Manuel Ram os

Xim ena Aravena
St. Brigid's Food Pantry
Vince Buzzeo
Director of Confirmation 
Preparation
Marcel Cat afago
Business Manager
Yanira Chacon-Lopez
Director of Outreach
Casa Mary Joanna
Paul Clagnaz
Catholic School Principal
Jacqueline DeLeon
Director of Family Faith 
Formation
Rosem ary Moreno
Coordinator of Family Faith 
Formation
Barbara Powell
St. Brigid's Well

Fr .  John Sureau, 
Past or
fatherjohn@saintbrigid.net
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