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GREAT...GREATER...GREATEST!

Dear Parish Family

Who does not want to be the
greatest? We see this word throughout
history in many contexts and
moments. Leaders are referred to as
“the Great”. Even in the Church, we
often add “the Great” to the names of
some saints. For example, today, | read
a reflection from St. Gertrud the Great.

We see the word appear in advertising
campaigns, self-help movements, and
even political campaigns.

Jesus does not seem all that interested in the
same kind of greatness. If you're not sure, read today’s
Gospel again. We better be careful, like the disciples in
today's Gospel, of the words we choose. Even more,
we need to consider where they come from as James
challenges us to do in today’s second reading.

Let's consider what happens. Jesus catches the
disciples essentially gossiping and arguing about who
was the greatest. What prompts such a conversation? |
suppose Jesus' warning about the significance of the
cross and suffering that might come. There are
changes on the horizon. Things are going to be
different than what they thought. So what do they do?
I imagine they do what | often do, and perhaps you:
consider all the reasons they are better than this and
better than others in this particular moment, i.e. great.
Filled with fear, they resort to self-preservation, filled
with uncertainty, they try to hold onto the titles and
statuses of this world, of their own worlds.

Don't we see that in our own world today? |
cannot help but think of the recent hurt and pain
caused by an unfounded social media post amplified
by others about Haitian immigrants. Particularly as we
enter National Migration Week, | see that pain in so
many of our parishioners from Haiti and from other
lands. | see and hear about it from the students in our
school. That post and what has followed has
unleashed a range of emotions and reactions. Some
are positive, based in deep compassion for the plight
of the immigrant. Others are concerned about the
safety of those who come to this nation. Others,

unfortunately, are using this as an opportunity to
spread words of unfounded fear, hateful
prejudices, and harmful actions.
Let's go back to James! He says, “Where do
the wars and where do the conflicts among
you come from? Is it not from your passions
that make war within your members?”
Perhaps when we look at some of these
comments and their impact as well as many
of things that we can say, spread, post,
follow, etc. we are best to ask ourselves
where they come from. Are they coming from a place
of genuine love, from a willingness to be “last” as the
Gospel calls us, from a place of innocence and service?
Or like the disciples and some of us, are they coming
from a place of fear or even a darker passion or a
desire for greatness by the world's standards and not
the Gospel's?

As | write this letter on Wednesday, my next
project after this letter is to write a homily for tonight's
Wednesday night Spanish Mass. (Great will not be a
word to describe it, | am sure!). The first reading at
Mass tonight will be the famous reading about love
from St. Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians. We are
familiar with it, no? “Love is patient....Love is
kind...Love never fails.” 1 still have to pull together
some ideas but maybe getting to the right sense of
greatness is not as complicated as we can make
things, even when we look at the present state of
affairs in our country and world. Am | doing all | can
to love - to love God and to love one another?
Anything that | am doing, saying, sharing, posting,
following that does not fall into one of those two
categories - loving God, loving neighbor - needs to go
and go quickly so a new space can be created within
us...a space for greatness. It will never be about the
greatness of things in this world like the disciples were
grabbing onto and that we can grab on to as well.

It will be about the cross and the revelation of
the greatest of these...the gift of love (1 Corinthians
13:13).

Please pray for me. | promise the same.



GRANDE...MAYOR...MAS GRANDE

Querida familia parroquial:

¢Quién no quiere ser el mas grande? Vemos esta
palabra a lo largo de la historia en muchos contextos y
momentos. A los lideres se les llama "el Grande".
Incluso en la Iglesia, a menudo afiadimos "la Grande" a
los nombres de algunos santos. Por ejemplo, hoy he
leido una reflexion de Santa Gertrudis la Grande.
Vemos la palabra aparecer en campafias publicitarias,
movimientos de autoayuda e incluso campafias
politicas.

Jesus no parece muy interesado en el mismo
tipo de grandeza. Si no estas seguro, vuelve a leer el
Evangelio de hoy. Mas vale que tengamos cuidado,
como los discipulos del Evangelio de hoy, con las
palabras que elegimos. Mas aun, tenemos que
considerar de dénde vienen, como Santiago nos
desafia a hacer en la segunda lectura de hoy.

Consideremos lo que sucede. Jesus sorprende a
los discipulos chismorreando y discutiendo sobre quién
era el mas grande. ;Qué provoca semejante
conversacion? Supongo que la advertencia de Jesus
sobre el significado de la cruz y el sufrimiento que
podria venir. Hay cambios en el horizonte. Las cosas
van a ser diferentes de lo que pensaban. Entonces,
¢qué hacen? Imagino que hacen lo que yo hago a
menudo, y quiza td también: considerar todas las
razones por las que son mejores que esto y mejores
que los demas en este momento concreto, es decir,
geniales. Llenos de miedo, recurren a la
autoconservacion, llenos de incertidumbre, intentan
aferrarse a los titulos y estatus de este mundo, y de sus
propios mundos.

¢No vemos eso en nuestro propio mundo hoy?
No puedo dejar de pensar en el dolor y el sufrimiento
causados recientemente por una publicacion
infundada en las redes sociales, amplificada por otros,
sobre los inmigrantes haitianos. Especialmente ahora
que entramos en la Semana Nacional de la Migracion,
veo ese dolor en muchos de nuestros feligreses de
Haiti y de otras tierras. Lo veo y lo oigo en los alumnos
de nuestra escuela. Ese post y lo que le ha seguido han
desatado toda una serie de emociones y reacciones.
Algunas son positivas, basadas en una profunda
compasion por la dificil situacién del inmigrante. Otros
estan preocupados por la seguridad de los que vienen

a esta nacion. Otros, por desgracia, aprovechan la
ocasion para difundir palabras de miedo infundado,
prejuicios llenos de odio y acciones dafinas.

Volvamos a Santiago. Dice: "¢De dénde vienen
las guerras y los conflictos entre vosotros? ;No es de
vuestras pasiones que hacen la guerra dentro de
vuestros miembros?". Tal vez cuando observamos
algunos de estos comentarios y su impacto, asi como
muchas de las cosas que podemos decir, difundir,
publicar, seguir, etc. lo mejor es preguntarnos de
donde vienen. ¢Vienen de un lugar de amor genuino,
de una voluntad de ser "ultimos" como nos llama el
Evangelio, de un lugar de inocencia y servicio? ;O, como
los discipulos y algunos de nosotros, vienen desde un
lugar de miedo o incluso de una pasion mas oscura o
de un deseo de grandeza segun los criterios del mundo
y no los del Evangelio?

Mientras escribo esta carta el miércoles, mi
siguiente proyecto después de esta carta es escribir
una homilia para la Misa en espafiol de esta noche de
miércoles (jGrande no serd una palabra para
describirla, estoy seguro!). La primera lectura de la misa
de esta noche sera la famosa lectura sobre el amor de
la primera carta de San Pablo a los Corintios. La
conocemos, ¢no? "El amor es paciente....El amor es
bondadoso... El amor nunca falla". Todavia tengo que
poner en comun algunas ideas, pero tal vez alcanzar el
sentido correcto de grandeza no sea tan complicado
como podemos hacer las cosas, incluso cuando
observamos el estado actual de las cosas en nuestro
pais y en el mundo. ¢Estoy haciendo todo lo que puedo
para amar, para amar a Dios y para amarnos los unos a
los otros? Todo lo que estoy haciendo, diciendo,
compartiendo, publicando, siguiendo que no cae en
una de esas dos categorias - amar a Dios, amar al
projimo - tiene que irse e irse rapidamente para que un
nuevo espacio pueda ser creado dentro de nosotros ...
un espacio para la grandeza. Nunca se tratara de la
grandeza de las cosas de este mundo a las que los
discipulos se aferrabany a las que nosotros también
podemos aferrarnos.

Se tratara de la cruz y de la revelacién de la
mayor de ellas... el don del amor (1 Corintios 13:13).

Por favor, reza por mi. Prometo hacer lo
mismo.
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If you're struggling with something and not sure where to turn, please turn to
St. Brigid's. We may not be able to address all concerns but will do our best to
help and/or refer you for additional support. Our Parish provides confidential
support and assistance for Immigration concerns, food insecurity, serious
illness, economic problems, mental health concerns and many other issues we

may all face at different times in our lives.

Si tiene problemas con algo y no esta seguro de a donde acudir, dirijase a St.
Brigid's. Es posible que no podamos abordar todas las inquietudes, pero
haremos todo lo posible para ayudarlo y/o recomendarlo para obtener
asistencia adicional. la oficina de ayuda provee apoyo y ayuda
confidencialmente. Las preocupaciones de inmigracion, la inseguridad
alimentaria, las enfermedades graves, los problemas econémicos, los
problemas de salud mental y muchos otros son problemas que todos podemos
enfrentar en diferentes momentos de nuestras vidas.

.Se les hace un llamado a los beneficiarios del
programa TPS que aun no han hecho su
reinscripcion a hacerlo cuanto antes. Para El
Salvador la fecha limite es 9 de Marzo de 2025.
Honduras y Nicaragua 5 de Julio de 2025. De no
hacerlo las consecuencias son muy serias. Para
mas informacién contacte las oficinas de ayuda
a la extension 362.

r--------ﬁ

! PANTRY !
! SHOPPING !
' ULIST !

These are the items our
pantry is in particular need of
I this week. You can drop them I
| off at the Schaefer Center or |
IIeave them at the doors of theI
Church or Chapel.

IPeanut Butter & Jelly :
Canned Black Beans
lCanned Red Bean |
Canned Peas |
Canned Green Benas I
Canned Corn
Boxes of Juice I
Isnacks i
|
|

IIf donating food to the Pantry via
delivery, the address is: 75 Post
lAvenue, Westbury, NY

I
L--------J

Our Parish Outreach
program, located in the
Father Schaefer
Outreach Building,
provides a range of
social services for
people of the local
community.
Address:

75 Post Avenue,
Westbury NY 11590
516.334.0021

DIRECTOR OF

OUTREACH

& COORDINATOR OF
CASA MARY JOHANNA,
St. Brigid's Immigration
Outreach Ministry

Yanira Chacon
516.334.0021 x. 362
yanira@saintbrigid.net

THE WELL

Barbara Powell
516.334.0021 x. 361
barbarap@saintbrigid.net

FOOD PANTRY:
Ximena Aravena
516.334.0021 x. 327
ximena@saintbrigid.net

Receptionist:

Carla Escobar
516-334-0021 x. 376

Hours of operation:

Monday 4:30p - 7p
Tue. & Wed. 10:30a - 12p
1p-3p
Thursday 10:30a-12p
4:30p - 7p
Friday 10:30a - 12p
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FOR THE SICK -

POR LOS QUE ESTAN ENFERMOS

Jeanette Murphy
Grace Bivona
Gordon Shaw
Michael Pierra

Pat Raehse
Chris Bagnasco
Cynthia Lillian Palazzo
Pat Palazzo

Bernice Campbell

Jiliberto Aravena
Grace Y. Elisma

Jason David Rodriguez

Kimberly Bayron
Tony Perfetti

Christine Clancy
Douglas Chin

Brandon L. Bringas

Rafael T. Bringas

Sandra Bourdier

Ben De La Rocha

Guido Penafiel
Sarah Geoghegan
Richard Hendricks

"Sparky" Garcia
Madeline D'Arienzo
Bernice Campbell

Chris Bagnasco

Marcelina Chavez Alcantra

Jonnatan Bonilla
Julissa Bonilla
Susan Carlsen

Carolyn Adamski
Frank Lofaro, Jr.
Alex Lombado
Margie Burman

Elaine Pereia
Andrew Butckowski

Baby Joshua Love

Dan Robinson
Alexander Robinson

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED -

POR LOSQUE EN MUERTO

Eleanor F. Sharp Judlth Breldmg Maryann Buffalino,
eni

lberta Ortega

tez

FOR THOSE WHO SERVE IN THE MILITARY - POR

AQUELLOS QUE SIRVEN EN LAS FUERZAS ARMADAS

Vladimir Julien - Naval Chief in Okinawa, Japan
John Gaeta - Lnc. Corporal USMC Northern Europe
Cameron Crosby - Corporal Marines
Patrick Simons, Lieutenant, US Navy
Daniel Tilghman
John M. Pereira
FN Juan Jose Velasco, Goose Creek, SC

If you wish to place someone on the military prayer or
sick list, please go to parish website and click on
"Forms" and "Prayer Requests", or call the parish office.

https://saintbrigid.net - 516.334.0021 ext. 300

MARRIAGE BANNS

For the FIRST time between

Angelica Zambrano
Shane Fallon
Elizabeth M. Sayoc - St. Brigid

David V. Ortiz - St. Brigi

—~—~——~

. Jaclyn A. Koch
Nicholas Saverio Caiazzo

For the SECOND time between
Claudia Bustillo
Baudilio E. Umana Henriquez

Maria Ruiz - Holy Family, Hicksville
Vincent Lombardo - St. Raphael’s

For the THIRD time between

Candace T. Otero
Bryan Astria

o~~~

Maria Lorenzana
Raul Cifuentes
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7:00am - Myrna Sequese
12:10pm - Health of Kidu Treston (Health) 7:30 am - (Chapel/Spanish)* -Marina Roxana Perazzolo

8:00am - (Church)Michele D'Alessandro, Antonio Franzella,

7:00am - Joyce Brancaccio Lucia DiNuzzo,

12:10pm - Maria Grazia Cinelli 9:15am - (Chapel/English)*Jeff Manzione
_ 10:00am -(Church/English)- Mary Malitzis, Catherine Rafferty,
7:00am - Jane Gavigan White Alex, Haszinger, Richard Ringkamp Anne Savarese, Catherine

12:10pm - Osrox Fabella Komarnicki, Cathy Hammill (Happy Birthday/Living)

7:30pm - Hugo Liriano, Sr. (Anniversary) 11:00am - (Chapel/Spanish)* Juan De Dios Velasco
_ 11:45am -(Church/English)- Angela Zampini

7:00am - Eleanore & Harry Miller 12:45pm - (Chapel/Spanish)* -Jorge Barrera Alas, Angel
12:10pm - Brady & Coyle Families Granjeno, Manuel Antonio Guevara Villanueva, Sergio Manuel

Criollo, James Morace

2:30pm - (Church/Kreyol)- Mr. & Mrs. Denis and Family (In
Thanksgiving), St. Martin Louis XVI (Birthday)

6:00pm - (Church/English)-Frank Cutolo

7:00am - Nicholas Boulos
12:10pm -Anthony Altimari

8:00am - Novena Mass Our Lady's Chapel is located in our school building at 101 Maple Avenue.

5:00pm - For all the people of the Parish
7:00pm -Jose Dimas Sagastizado
(Anniversary)

Looking Ahead.. 714)6%% —6%% S’Mwewg (V2% O’w&m«)ug Time

Pray with next Sunday's readings and consider these questions. You can access the readings at www.usccb.org or
by making use of the Sunday's Word or Sanctus books.

First Reading: Numbers 11:25-29 +  What are some ways wealth can lead
Moses said to Joshua, "Are you jealous for my sake? someone into sin?
Would that all the people of the Lord were
prophets!" Gospel: Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48
*  What did Moses desire for Israel? Jesus reassured the disciples, "Whoever is not
+  Why did the Israelites complain? against us is for us...If your hand causes you to sin,
. cut it off."
Second Reading: James 5:1-6 *  Why did the disciples complain to Jesus?
"Come now, you rich, weep and wail over your *  Whatis the worm that will not die?

impending miseries. Your wealth has rotted away."
« Isitasinto berich?
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Here is some basic information about our parish community. Visit
www.saintbrigid.net for more detailed information or call the Parish Office at
516.334.0021 extension 300 - e-mail frontdesk@saintbrigid.net

PARISH LEADERSHIP

Fr. Nesly Jean Jacques,SMM

Associate Pastor

Fr. Andres Velez
Associate Pastor

Rev. Msgr. James Vlaun
In Residence

Deacon Jim Morris
Deacon Frank Pesce
Deacon Manuel Ramos

Ximena Aravena

St. Brigid's Food Pantry
Vince Buzzeo

Director of Confirmation
Preparation

Marcel Catafago
Business Manager
Yanira Chacon-Lopez
Director of Outreach
Casa Mary Joanna

Paul Clagnaz

Regional School Principal
Jacqueline DeLeon
Director of Family Faith
Formation

Susan Porteus

Director of Music
Barbara Powell

St. Brigid's Well
Johanna Rodriguez
Director of Youth Activities
Nicholas Waldron
Pastoral Year Seminarian

Fr. John Sureau,
Pastor
fatherjohn@saintbrigid.net

We Celebrate the Eucharist (Mass)

Saturday Evening (Church - Post Avenue) 5:00 pm (English) - 7:00
pm (Spanish)

Sunday (Church- Post Avenue) 8:00 am (English/Italian) - 10:00 am
(English) - 11:45 am (English) - 2:30 pm (Kreyol) - 6:00 pm (English)
Sunday (Our Lady’s Chapel in the School - 101 Maple Avenue)
7:30 am (Spanish) - 9:15 am (English) - 11:00 am (Spanish) 12:45 pm
(Spanish)

Daily Mass (Monday - Friday): 7 a.m. and 12:10 p.m. (St. Brigid’s
Church)

Wednesday (Spanish): 7:30 p.m. (St. Brigid's Church)

Saturday Mornings: 8 a.m. (St. Brigid's Church)

We Welcome Sinners/

Damos la Bienvenida a Los Pecadores
Confessions are heard Monday - Friday after the 12:10 p.m. Mass,
Wednesdays from 6:45- 7:15 p.m.

Saturdays from 4- 4:45 p.m. and 6:15-6:45 p.m.

Habra confesiones de lunes a viernes después
de la misa de las 12:10 p. m.

Miércoles de 6:45 pm a 7:15 p. m.

Sabados de 4:00 pm a 4:45 p.m.y 6:15-6:45 p. m.

Celebramos el Bautismo/
We Celebrate Baptism

For more information about celebrating the baptism of your child,
please contact the Parish Office at 516.334.0021 or email
frontdesk@saintbrigid.net to set a baptism intake appointment.
For children above the age of 7 and adults who desire baptism or
confirmation, please contact the Office of Faith Formation at
516.334.0021 or email faithformation@saintbrigid.net.

Para obtener mas informacién sobre como celebrar el bautismo
de su hijo, comuniquese a la Oficina Parroquial al 516.334.0021 o
envie un correo electrénico a frontdesk@sainOficinatbrigid.net
para programar una cita inicial para el bautismo. . Para nifios
mayores de 7 afios y adultos que deseen bautizarse o
confirmarse, comuniquese con la de Formacién en la Fe al
516.334.0021 o envie un correo electronico a
Faithformation@saintbrigid.net.
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We Love Children and Families at St. Brigid's!

iNos encantan los nifios y las familias en Santa Brigida!
For information about St. Brigid/Our Lady of Hope Regional School, please call (516)
333-0580 (or scan this QR code). For information about our Faith Formation Program, for
public school children in Grades 1-12, go to saintbrigid.net or call the Parish Office at (516)
334-0021, ext. 352.
Para obtener informacion sobre la Escuela Regional St. Brigid/Our Lady of Hope, llame al
(516) 333-0580 (o escanee este cédigo QR. Para obtener informacion sobre nuestro
Programa de Formacion en la Fe, para nifios de escuelas publicas en los grados 1-12, visite
saintbrigid.net o llame a la Oficina Parroquial al (516) 334-0021, extension 352.

iNos encantan las bodas!/ We Love Weddings!
Comuniquese con la Oficina Parroquial o envie un correo electrénico a
frontdesk@saintbrigid.net paraprogramar una cita inicial. Para aquellos que estan casados
por lo civil y desean que su matrimonio sea reconocido por la Iglesia, lamen a la Oficina
Parroquial. Los planes deben hacerse por lo menos seis meses antes de la fecha deseada
para la boda.
Please contact the Parish Office or email frontdesk@saintbrigid.net to schedule an initial
intake. For those who are married civilly and desire to have their marriages recognized by
the Church, please call the Parish Office. Plans should be made at least six months before
your desired wedding date.

We Care for the Sick and the Homebound/

Nos preocupamos por los enfermos y los confinados en casa
Just because you may not be able to come to St. Brigid's does not mean you are any less a
part of our parish family. If you or a loved one would like to receive communion at home
or be anointed by a priest, please contact the Parish Office.
El hecho de que no pueda venir a Santa Brigida, no significa que no sea parte de nuestra
familia parroquial. Si usted o un ser querido desea recibir la comunion en casa o ser
ungido por un sacerdote, comuniquese con la Oficina Parroquial.

Oramos ante el Santisimo Sacramento/

We Pray Before the Blessed Sacrament
La exposicion del Santisimo Sacramento se lleva a cabo en la Iglesia de lunes a viernes
desde la 1 p.m. hasta las 3 p. m.
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament takes place in the Church Monday - Friday from 1
p.m. to 3 p.m.

We Want to Help/Queremos Ayudar
Our parish offices are located at St. Anthony Hall - 85 Post Avenue, Westbury, NY. Office
hours are Monday - Friday from 12 Noon to 8 p.m. and Saturday and Sunday from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Please call us at (516) 334-0021 or e-mail to frontdesk@saintbrigid.net
Nuestras oficinas parroquiales estan ubicadas en St. Anthony Hall - 85 Post Avenue,
Westbury, NY. El horario de oficina es de lunes a viernes de 12:00pm a 8:00pm, sabado y
domingo de 9 am-3:00 pm. LI&menos al (516) 334-0021 o envie un correo electrénico a
frontdesk@saintbrigid.net.
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