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HEALING RAYS

  THE PASTOR'S POST
Dear Parish Family:

There is a great image in the first reading 
today from the book of the prophet Malachi. The 
prophet writes to those who worship and love God 
that ?the sun of justice with its healing rays? 
(Malachi 3:20a). As we move 
into darker days, literally, and 
some darker times we face in 
these moments, it?s an image 
that offers me some 
consolation.

On this weekend, with 
the help of the Scriptures, I 
want to offer a litt le bit of a 
financial update about the 
parish.  I am not going to 
speak at Masses this year as I spoke about these 
issues in the Spring.  But I ask you to take some 
time with this letter and some of the other 
information in today?s bulletin and, of course, if you 
have questions, ask!  This is our parish and 
together we need to understand this part of our 
parish?s life. 
Grat it ude. Thank you for your response. Each of 
the three Scripture readings today call for a 
response and I want to begin to thank you for that 
response.  When I spoke to you in the Spring, I 
shared my deep concerns about the financial 
realities we were facing? and you responded? .and 
responded? and responded.  From an increase in 
Sunday collections, to so many who have offered 
their time and talent, to those who have served on 
committees, to those who have shared whatever 
resources they have had? .wow!  This Summer, we 
were able to handle most of our maintenance 
projects with our own staff and with so many 
volunteers, probably saved the parish close to 
$100,000.  Wow!
This year ending August 2025, we show a 
significant deficit in extraordinary expenses. That 
number is pretty volatile, if I can say, each year in 
positive and negative ways.  This year, it is 
particularly negative because of some of the 
projects we had to undertake as well as our 
contributions to the diocesan bankruptcy 
settlement ($388 K).

Now, don?t stop!  Over the past year, in 
response to those financial realities, we have 
reduced expenses, in some significant and painful 
ways.  We are more stable financially but need to 
remain vigilant, particularly as some real challenges 

are on the horizon.  You can see 
some efforts to maintain this 
between our encouragement to 
use online giving, the St. Brigid?s 
Gala in February and much more. 
Again, and most important, thank 
you.
Buildings. A reality of our parish 
is the significant amount of 
buildings we need to maintain, 
repair, and restore.  This is an 

enormous job on many levels - more than I can 
write about totally here.  But let me give you a few 
updates.

Convent.  We are in the process of working to 
sell the convent building and property.  This will 
provide a significant fund for the parish - similar to 
the Millennium Fund - that can provide an 
investment in the parish each year. This will 
provide significant security for the parish for the 
future.  Marcel Catafago, our  Business Manager, 
Jenny Araujo, one of our parish trustees, and 
Matthew Cahill, the chair of our Finance Committee 
are spearheading this effort.  This will not happen 
soon. If and when we find a buyer, it will take some 
time to navigate this sale.  There is nothing 
definitive to report at this time. (If you want to buy 
the convent property  :) or know someone who 
might, please contact Marcel Catafago.)

Restoration.  In May, I met with volunteers 
who came forward to offer their wisdom and 
expertise to go through every building of our parish 
and to help us identify areas of greatest need and 
to determine an order of priority, considering 
safety first.  Many of the projects we undertook 
over the Summer (parking lots, playgrounds, 
cement, painting, etc.) came from this initial 
evaluation. The committee reconvened in 
November and we are in the process of finalizing 
that list. This will require some commitment on our 
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part in the months and years to come. One of my 
goals is to restore these buildings and keep them 
maintained so the parish never finds itself in a 
situation like this again. 

The ?top three? right now appear to be the 
columns in the front of the school on Maple 
Avenue, the floor of the Church, and the stone wall 
on Post Avenue.   We are going to need a 
structural engineer to assist us. If you know 
someone or are one, please reach out.  I do not 
want the parish to make any significant advances 
in money or time without having a solid 
foundation to work from.

Mission.  This information 
shared with you can NEVER be 
separated from our mission of 
spreading the Gospel here at St. 
Brigid?s.  The financial and 
practical efforts are important, 
yes. If they are not connected to 
our common mission then we are 
wasting our time and effort. Here 
again, let us begin in gratitude.  As I 
was preparing this column I tried 
to walk month by month to see the 
many ways this parish has united - 
in ways big and small, seen and 
unseen - to be the Body of Christ 
for one another. Think for a 
moment? .consider the past year? I 
bet you can recall one or two things, for sure!  
What a sign of those healing rays, received and 
given.  Whether it be the opening of a Thrift Shop 
and soup kitchen to serve those in need, a growing 
school built up by your support, a family faith 
formation program that is walking in a new and 
exciting rhythm, and an outreach program that 
never stops? ..and all of this grounded in the 
liturgy and prayer of the Church. Wow!

Here, again, I need to say, ?Don?t stop!?  The 
work of the Gospel is never finished. We can never 

stop being aware, reaching out, serving, and 
challenging those on the margins.  Is it exhausting? 
You bet! Overwhelming? Yup. A reason to stop - 
never! What will the weeks and months ahead 
bring, I really don?t know. What will we face? How 
will we be called to respond in prayer and action? 
I?m not sure.  I trust that we will be called to testify 
by our lives (Luke 21:13) and will require great 
perseverance (21:19). 

I also recognize that some of us who may be 
reading this don?t really feel part of this mission of 
St. Brigid?s. There have been changes that have 

caused some to feel eliminated 
or disregarded.  For others, it 
requires a change in thought and 
action that perhaps we?re not 
ready to make. And for others, 
there is a feeling that you are not 
wanted or needed, feeling 
neglected or put off. For some 

that is the reality of a large, diverse 
parish and for others, I know, that?s 
because of me in some way.  In 
those moments where I am at fault, I 
am grateful to those who have 
shared concerns and hope to learn 
better ways to expand the mission. 
Each day, I am reminded, I have a lot 
to learn to be a better human.
St. Paul reminds us that he and his 

followers sought to set an example for others to 
follow. I hope we can do and be the same.  I pray 
that as we face challenges and opportunities we 
do all we can to imitate Saint Paul, but even more 
importantly, Jesus Christ who will tell us all we 
need to say, do, and respond in these times.  Then, 
I pray, as we bring the healing rays of our God to 
others they, will be inspired to do the same. 

Please pray for me. I promise the same.
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